Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 02605 25I4I8Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INEO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 COME-00 TRSE-00 OPIC-03 
XMB-02 AID-05 IGA-02 L-03 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 
SS-I5 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-OI 
USIA-06 PRS-OI /075 W 

25I420Z 108642/43 

R251315Z APR77 
PM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WSHDC 2794 
INEO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2605 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EINV, ETRD, SY 

SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT: GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
REF: STATE 10369; DAMASCUS 583 

1 . AMBASSADOR RAISED WITH MINECONOMY IMADI APRIL 6 BOYCOTT PROBLEM 
RELATING TO GENERAL MOTORS AS DESCRIBED IN REPTELS. AT THE TIME, 

IMADI NOTED THAT LETTER TO LOCAL CHEVROLET AGENT (IMPORT-EXPORT 
TRADING CO.) REQUESTING DCOUMENTATION DESCRIBING AMERICAN JEWISH 
CONGRESS SHAREHOLDING IN GENERAL MOTORS CORP. CAME NOT FROM 
ARAB LEAGUE CENTRAL BOYCOTT OPPICE NOR PROM MINISTRY OF ECONOMY 
AND FOREIGN TRADE BUT FROM MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. MINECONOMY WAS NOT 
ON DISTRIBUTION AND HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OP MINDEPENSE’S ENQUIRY. 

2. IMADI TOLD EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OPPICE APRIL 23 THAT HE HAD RAISED 
MATTER WITH DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL KOUDMANI OP THE ARAB LEAGUE CENTR 
AL 

BOYCOTT OPPICE (D/G MAHJOUB WAS OUT OP TOWN). ACCORDING TO IMADI, 

THE BOYTCOTT OPPICE RECOGNIZES THAT GM IS A PUBLICLY-OWNED COMAPNY AN 
D 
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ANYONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BUY SHARES. THEREFORE, HE SAID, THE 
BOYCOTT OPPICIALS ARE PREPARED TO "IGNORE” (IMADTS WORD) 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS' OWNERSHIP OP GM STOCK, AND THAT SUCH 
OWNERSHIP WOULD NOT BE SUFPICIENT CAUSE TO BOYCOTT GM PRODUCTS. 

3. IMADI DID NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON USG POSITION - EXPLAINED BY 
AMBASSADOR IN EARLIER APRIL 6 MEETING - THAT AMERICAN JEWISH 
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CONGRESS IS A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION AND THAT USG REGULATIONS 
PROHIBIT US FIRMS FROM PROVIDING INFORMATION IN RESPONSE TO 
BOYCOTT-RELATED REQUESTS CONCERNING RELIGION OR TAKING ANY OTHER 
ACTION WITH EFFECT OF DISCRIMINATING AGAINST US CITIZENS OR FIRMS 
ON BASIS OF RELIGION. 
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